14th June 2010
June Newsletter 2
Dear Parents,
Congratulations to everyone who took part in the swimming gala last week. The children represented the school brilliantly and did beat a couple of larger schools too! They were also complimented on their excellent behaviour.
Also, the Year 6’s had a great day in Boulogne on Wednesday. Thanks must go to Mrs Stafford, Mrs Baker and Fran Butler for accompanying the children and to Horspath School for allowing us to go with them.

The children in Foundation, Year 1 and 2 took part in the Infant Music Festival on Friday and by all accounts, their performance was terrific.

Our Maypole Display takes place on Thursday afternoon this week, 1.45pm start. Please come along and enjoy this traditional event. Teas and refreshments will be available and I am told the weather is going to be good!
TEMPEST PHOTOS
Tomorrow, Tuesday, Tempest will again be in school in the afternoon to do photographs of the Year 6 leavers, and some of the teams and groups (Tag Rugby, Choir, School Council etc). While not all children will be involved, please ensure children are wearing complete school uniform in case they are needed.

NEW PARENTS COFFEE MORNING
Tomorrow morning at 10.30am we are holding our Coffee Morning for parents of new children starting at Marsh Baldon in September.

CELEBRATING SUCCESS!

Congratulations to our Stars of the Week!

Class 1 
 
Susanna, Ben and Hannah

Class 2 
 
Mya and Harry R

Class 3

Zoe and Jamie

Lunchtime Helpers  Mya and Charlie

School Stars
School Swimming Team!

The team of the week was the ‘Air’ team.

GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND

As you may know, the School Council have decided to Sponsor a Guide Dog puppy. Carys has led this initiative and we are pleased to announce that our guide dog is called ‘Gilbert’. There are some lovely pictures and details of him on display at school at the moment but you can find out more at the website which is http://www.guidedogs.org.uk and follow the ‘Sponsor a Puppy’ link.
The School Council are planning a Sponsored event later in the term so they can also sponsor an orang-utan in Africa.

LETTERS  HOME
Please can we have your help? Recently, we seem to be spending a lot of time chasing missing forms, information, payments etc. and last week we were unable to let a child go on a trip because we had not received the permission form and we were unable to contact the parents.

If you receive letters by email, please check them regularly and also check we have the correct details for you.

If you receive hard copies of letters, please check your child’s book bag regularly, particularly on a Monday (Newsletter Day).

If you have lost a letter or feel you may have missed one, there is a master copy of every letter that is sent home in the stripy folder in the school lobby. Let us know and we can easily make another copy for you.
Unfortunately, without permission forms etc, children will not be able to take part in the various trips, clubs or other activities where parents permission is needed.

Thank you for your cooperation.

SCHOOL COOKS
Both our school cooks, Michelle and Mandy are leaving Marsh Baldon in the next week or so (we are not sure of the exact date). We are very grateful for all their hard work in making Marsh Baldon lunches the best around!  They have been great with the children and we wish them well in their future ventures. A new cook has been appointed to the school and will be trained by Michelle this week.
MISS STEWART - SEPTEMBER

Finally, and sadly, Miss Stewart will be leaving us at the end of this term. She will be greatly missed by all of us and I know the children will be disappointed. We are very sorry to be losing such a great teacher and children who have been in Louise’s class will have received a first class start to their education. We wish her all the very best in her new role of leading a larger Foundation Stage at Thameside Primary School in Abingdon. 

I am also delighted to be able to inform you that Mrs. Nicky Stafford will be taking over in Class 1 from September.  Nicki has been at the school for a number of years on a part time basis and is also an excellent teacher. She will now work fulltime from September. We will be organising proper ‘thank you’s nearer the end of term.

The staffing arrangements for Classes 2 and 3 are yet to be finalised and we will inform you of our intentions as soon as we can. We will be advertising initially for a part time teacher for Class 2.

I am happy to discuss the arrangements for September with anyone who has any concerns.
Attached with this newsletter is an updated list of dates for the rest of term. It’s so busy that it’s bound to change at some point!

Next week is just as busy with Afternoons in Class 1 for new children, the Mini Olympics sports tournament at Wheatley Park and of course our choir performing at the Festival of Voices Concert at Dorchester Abbey. 
Finally, we hope to see as many of you as possible at the Maypole Display on Thursday. If you can help with serving refreshments, please let the office or one of the PFA know. Let’s hope the sun shines!
Have a good week.

Regards

Nick Pitson
